Caboolture Bridge Club
Newsletter Christmas 2019
Firstly, a Merry Christmas and a safe festive season to all
our members. This quarter of the year came around
very quickly. Thank you to our committee for their work
during the year and keeping the Club on an even keel.
Some of the highlights of this quarter:
 The QBA Club Presidents’ meeting was held in Brisbane at the end of
September and I would thoroughly recommend future presidents to
attend. Gaining other clubs’ experiences and the importance of looking
after players at lower master point levels and encouraging new members
is important.
 The Melbourne Cup day was well organised, congratulations to Mitch
and Richard. Mitch again has done well with this format of drawn
partnerships from higher and lower masterpoint fields.
 The Club held its second “Stringfellow Teams” event, with outside
director Trevor Strickland’s help it was a great success, thanks for those
involved in setting up and catering.
 The Club Teams Competition was hard fought over two sessions with
worthy winners being Charlene, Hugh, Nigel and Mitch.
 The Christmas Party was held in typical Caboolture Club tradition with
our hard-working committee setting up and providing a feast fit for Kings
and Queens and entertainment provided by the one and only FINN.
 Thanks must go particularly to Alison our provedore, for her efforts
this year.
 The lady’s toilets have now been fully refurbished in line with
progressively improving club facilities. A grant was
successful ($4200) through our local federal member to help
in paying for this improvement.
Thank you to the Director’s Group, unfortunately Noreen and
Tony have resigned as tournament organisers due to
personal reasons but are continuing as directors. Thank you,
Noreen and Tony for instilling renewed vigour into this roll.
Particular thanks must also go to our teachers Charlene,
Jenny and Finn for their precious time in encouraging
new players to this most challenging game.

Again, a very Merry Christmas to all.
Peter Gruythuysen

Members' Corner
By Robyn Smith
Lyn Gadsby will be flying out next Saturday to enjoy a white Christmas in Quebec City in Canada.
Lyn and her whole family will be having one week in Quebec City where they will enjoy a Canadian
Christmas lunch as well as a dog sled ride plus many other fun activities, before heading over to
Anaheim on the west coast of the USA. They will also have a week there. The main attraction for
the teenagers will be Disneyland. Stay safe and enjoy.
Julia and husband John will be heading to Melbourne to enjoy Christmas with their daughter and
husband who have moved over permanently from the UK with their two daughters.
Enjoy this special Christmas with your family and grandchildren.
David Bruce and his wife are taking the train up to Mackay to have Christmas with their family and
grandchildren.
Charlene and Jim are also travelling in the New Year with a week on Lord Howe Island before
going down to Adelaide for a cruise on the Murray River.

Warmest Christmas wishes to you and your family and all
the very best for the coming year.
May all your troubles last as long as your New Year’s resolutions! (Joey Adams)
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Christmas Party

2019
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The Director's Corner by Ross Shardlow

Imagine that you are sitting EAST during an auction and NORTH makes a bid that you are not
sure of its meaning. Yes, you look at their system card (if they have one) and maybe it is blank or
does not explain the situation. So, you ask the person sitting SOUTH could he/she please
explain? How often do you hear one of these responses - I don't know - I'm not sure - We haven't
played together for very long, but I think it means DA DA DA!! How should this situation be
handled.
If their system card does not supply the answer, you should seek clarification
from their partner being SOUTH, if south is unsure and starts with a response
that clearly demonstrates they can't give a definitive answer, then you should
immediately
Call the Director.
Once the situation has been explained, the Director should ask SOUTH to move away from the
table (out of hearing range) and the Director will ask NORTH to explain the bid to the EAST-WEST
opponents. The EAST-WEST partnership is entitled to know the real meaning of the bid, but not
NORTH's partner.
If SOUTH does give an explanation that is incorrect, and if either NORTH-SOUTH becomes
declarer, then they are obligated to correct the misinformation prior to the defender on lead placing
a card on the table. If upon the misinformation becoming known leads you to believe that you may
have been denied a bid or you have been disadvantaged then by all means call the Director who
will assess if you have been disadvantaged and to what degree and you may be awarded an
adjusted score.

If you are interested.
Here are 2 booklets
focusing on partnership
agreements and
understandings relating
to bidding and defence.
Ask Gary, they will be at
the Club for you to have
a look at or to buy
if you like.
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Club Updates by Charlene Frederiksen
Masterpoint Notes
Congratulations to the following players on their promotion:
Tim Sayer

promoted to *State

Jenny Hays

promoted to National

Ron Smith

promoted to State

Deb Gibbards

promoted to *National

Events outside the club
We have several of our members again who have taken part in outside competitions both at our
home club and at other clubs in the area.
Congratulations to all those who took part with some very creditable results for our members.
Below is a list of the competitions that some of our member took part in over the last 3 months.
We look forward to members of our club representing us in 2020 in some of these competitions.
Good luck to all.
Qld Wide Pairs
o Congratulations to Peter Finney and John Reiter who came in 12th EW in a field of 369
o A further 5 pairs coming in the top 50 NS or EW
Australia Wide Restricted Pairs
Teams of 3 (Northern Suburbs)
Zone pairs Sunshine Coast
Congratulations also to the following people who were successful in our home club competitions
for both the honour board and shields.
Competition

Winner/s

Club Pairs

Jenny Hays & Charlene Frederiksen

Club Teams

Mitch Kostaschuk, Nigel Cleminson, Hugh Gehrmann & Charlene Frederiksen

MIT

John Reiter

Novice Pairs

Julia Moran & David Bruce

Gardner Pairs

David Bruce & Nigel Cleminson

Life Membership Award
The club has honoured Eunice Stringfellow with a Life Membership.
We thank both Eunice and Derek for all their hard work in getting the club up and running.
Eunice was the club’s quiet achiever, you never noticed that she was doing things but suddenly
there were flowers in the club house, or a home-made cake appeared on the bench for afternoon
tea. Eunice definitely had some influence in how the club flourished over the years.
This Life Membership is in recognition for all the hard work Eunice has done over the years for our
club.
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A Modern Christmas Story
Joseph and Mary hitchhiked to a shelter next to a shopping centre in NSW.
They'd lost their home in a fire and the caravan that the government had promised wasn't ready.
Joseph was a carpenter and there was lots of work in the area, but he and Mary had no place to
live and Mary was pregnant. She told Joseph that he would be the child's father, but he wasn't the
child's father. It sounded impossible and ridiculous. Friends told him he was being taken for a fool,
but Joseph loved Mary. He knew that the last few months had been hard for her. Joseph decided
that whatever fantastic stories Mary told him, he would love the child as his own
When Joseph and Mary got to the local shelter, they were told there was no room at the shelter.
But a kind man said they could unroll their blankets on the floor of his garage next door. The
garage was cold, he said, but it had a wireless Internet connection. That night Mary had a baby
boy. He seemed healthy, wrinkly and had a nice loud cry. Mary laid their baby down in the back of
a hybrid car that was under repair, swaddled in the one denim jacket Joseph was able to take
when they fled their house. Mary lay down on the front seat; Joseph rolled down the windows. A
stray grey dog kept watch over the baby and helped keep him warm. Joseph also plugged his iPod
into a set of speakers so their baby could be lulled to sleep with music.
That night a star appeared in the east, actually quite a few stars, but Bill Gates noticed one in
particular and sent Five Wise People, the group recently expanded from “Three Wise Men” to the
garage to see Joseph and Mary's child.
Bono, Tim Castello, Rosie Batty, Father Chris Riley, Bill Crews--all wanted to bring the child gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh. But they hadn't been available since the fires. So, the wise people
brought lime taco chips, chocolate chip cheesecake and asparagus for fibre. The infant saw them
and smiled.
Mary saw the look of delight in her child's face and said to herself, `He's happy to be in this world.
He's happy to be with us.' But she saw Joseph sitting off by himself at the far end of the garage.
She knew he was worried about how he was going to make a life for their child. When Joseph
came back to the car, his eyes glimmered. `I think I finally understand,' he said, `why we're here,
why we've been given the gift of this child. It doesn't matter who the father is, does it? Every child
born cries for our love and deserves our care. Every child who's hungry in Sudan or Yemen or
Indonesia, every little girl who's abandoned by a roadside in China, every little boy in Uganda
who's dragged into somebody's army while he's still not as tall as the gun they put in his arms,
every teen-ager who never seems to take off their earbuds, every little boy and girl anywhere
who's threatened by a bomb, an epidemic, a bullet or a storm. I must love them as a father loves
his child.'
Mary and Joseph sat with their arms around each other and around their baby boy. The dog--they
decided to adopt her on the spot--hopped up in the seat beside them and put her head gently onto
Joseph's lap. The star that had found them seemed to stay above them for a moment, while their
child breathed softly, safely, peacefully in their arms, looking out at a world that seemed suddenly
new.
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Gary gave me this interesting game played at the Territory Gold Bridge
Festival
North S. H. KJT83
D. K4
C. QJ6543
S. K985
H. Q96
D. AQJ985
C. S. A3
H. A42
D. T632
C. AKT8

Bidding: West

S. QJT7642
H. 75
D. 7
C. 972

2 ♠ (1)
Pass
Pass
All Pass
(1)

North
3♠
5♠
6♣

East

South
1 NT
4♠
Pass
Pass 5 NT
6♠
X

spades and a minor.

Lead: Queen of clubs
On a heart lead there is no story. But, understandably, North chose the queen of clubs.
Declarer ruffed.
He knew that these defenders were not going to give him a second chance, so he needed a
favourable lie of the cards.
Michael Courtney spent about ten seconds in analysis.
If North had a void spade and doubleton king of diamonds, the contract was gin.
So, ace of diamonds, low diamond ruffed dropping the king, another club ruff, then queen and jack
of diamonds pitching the hearts.
South made his ace of trumps but nothing else.
Twelve tricks made was worth +1660 to East/West and all the match points.
To rub salt into the wound, Deep Finesse— a very good player—can make 12 tricks North/South.

DIRECTOR’S TIP
Alerting Stayman Bids
A response of 2♣ after a 1NT opening bid is not alertable in an uncontested auction, no matter
what the meaning.
However, normal alerting rules apply if:
a. The opponents have entered the auction, or
b. Stayman or similar is used in any other sequence e.g. following a 2NT opening.
Normal alerting rules also apply to all responses to Stayman and other asking bids.

Jokes Corner
A man is reading his newspaper and says to his wife: “Michelle, look. Here is an article about how
women use about twice as many words per day as men do.”
The wife responds: “That’s because we have to tell you everything twice”
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